empyema is caused by the tubercle bacillus and pyogenic organisms. The latter is always due to superimposed infection either from within, i.e., from the blood stream, or from without, through bad technique during aspiration or from contiguous infection from the neighbouring organs. A broncho-pleural fistula or sometimes a spontaneous pneumothorax give rise to mixed infection.
A pure tuberculous empyema is caused by pleural tuberculosis or is secondary to a tuberculous lung infection. This is caused by discharge of infected material into the pleural cavity from any caseating sub-pleural tubercle on the surface of the lung, which commonly infects the benign effusion.
The inflammatory exudate or pus consists mainly of a dense network of fibrin in the meshes of which are serum 
